Rare reason for pulmonary embolism: one case of pulmonary hydatid cyst and review of the literature.
Pulmonary embolism due to hydatid disease has been rare clinically. Here we present a patient case who suffered from multiple cystic hydatidosis within bilateral lung parenchyma and complicated bilateral pulmonary embolisms. The case was a 70-year-old man who complained of an increasingly severe cough and hemoptysis post-operation of hepatic hydatid cyst. Chest radiographs showed that the patient had multiple nodules in the bilateral chest. Computed tomography (CT) depicted that some lesions were multivesicular cysts and some consisting of sophisticated complications. CT pulmonary angiography revealed bilateral pulmonary arterial embolisms. T2-weighted magnetic resonance images (MRI) clearly demonstrated the daughter cysts inside the lesions with high intensive signal. Echinococcosis serologic testing was positive. Thus, the pulmonary embolism was caused by hydatid cyst based on the imaging findings and serologic test.